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Grade.   VI I .  

Poet ry :  3 The Shed.  

 

 

 

 Ther e is a  shed at  t he bot t om of  t he poet ’s gar den and t he poet  wishes t o visit  it  one 

day.  Ther e is a spider ’s web on t he door  of  t he shed and it s hinges ar e r ust y and cr eak when 

t he wind blows.  The poet  of t en t hinks about  it  while lying in his bed.  On one side of  t he shed, 

t her e is a dust y window and t hr ee of  it s window panes ar e br oken.  The poet  f eels as if  someone 

st ar es at  him t hr ough t he window and whenever  t he poet  visit  t he shed he would like t o f ind out  

who lives t her e. 

 The poet ’s br ot her  inf or ms him t hat  a ghost  lives inside t he shed and if  t he poet  dar es 

t o ent er  t he shed, t he ghost  would chop of f  his head.   Despit e t hese war nings, t he poet  

believes t hat  his br ot her  t ells him imaginat ive st or ies about  t he ghost  as he want s t o keep t he 

shed f or  himself .  The poet  no longer  f eels anyone st ar ing at  him or  hear s any st r ange noises 

coming f r om t he shed.  The spider , t oo, is no longer  t her e.  Thus, ver y soon he should go inside 

t he shed. 

 

 

 

 

Ther e’s  shed at  t he bot t om of  our  gar den 

Wit h a spider ’s web hanging acr oss t he door , 

The hinges ar e r ust y and cr eak in t he wind. 

When I ’m in bed I  lie and I  list en, 

I ’ ll open t hat  door  one day 

Ref erence : 

 “The above lines have been t aken f r om Fr ank Flynn’s poem,  ‘The Shed.‘  

Cont ext  

  The poet  in t hese lines is descr ibing a shed t hat  is at  t he bot t om of  his gar den. 

Poet ry 

Soul of  the Poem 

St anzawise Explanat ion of  The Poem 

St anza 1 
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Explanat ion 

 At the bottom of the garden, there is a shed.   Hardly anybody goes inside the shed, therefore, the 

hinges or the door joints have become rusty and make a lot of noise whenever the wind makes them move.  

When the poet is peacefully  lying in the bed, he sometimes hears noised from the shed.  The poet wished to 

be able to open the door of the shed some day. 

 

 

 

Ther e’s dust y old window ar ound at  t he side 

Wit h t hr ee cr acked panes of  glass, 

I  of t en t hink t her e’s someone st ar ing at  me 

Each t ime t hat  I  pass 

I ’ ll peep t hr ough t hat  window one day. 

Ref erence : 

“The above lines have been t aken f r om Fr ank Flynn’s poem,  ‘The Shed.‘  

Cont ext  

 The poet  discusses how he wishes t o st ar e inside t he shed. 

Explanat ion 

The shed has a dust y old window on it s side.  Thr ee glass panes of  t he window ar e 

br oken. Whenever , t he poet  passes t hr ough t he shed, he get s t he f eeling as if  someone was 

st ar ing at  him.  To f ind out , t he poet  wishes t o peep inside t he shed.   

 

 

 

My br ot her  says t her e’s ghost  in t he shed 

Who hides under  t he r ot t en f loor boar ds, 

And if  I  ever  dar e t o set  f oot  inside 

He’ll j ump out  and chop of f  my head, 

But  I ’ll t ake a peek one day. 

Ref erence : 

“The above lines have been t aken f r om Fr ank Flynn’s poem,  ‘The Shed.‘  

 

St anza 2 

St anza 3 
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Cont ext  

 I n t hese lines, t he poet  discusses how his br ot her  war ns him about  t he ghost  inside t he 

shed. 

Explanat ion 

The poet ’s br ot her  t alks about  t he pr esence of  t he ghost  inside t he shed and war ns t he 

poet  t hat  if  he went  inside t he shed, t he ghost  would chop of f  his head.  However , t his does not  

much f r ight en t he poet . He  st ill wished t o one day st ep inside t he shed and see f or  himself .  

 

 

 

I  know t hat  t her e isn’t  r eally a ghost ,  

My br ot her  t ells lies t o keep t he shed f or  his den; 

Ther e isn’t  anyone st ar ing or  making st r ange noises 

And t he spider  has been gone f r om his web 

Since  I  don’t  know when, 

I ’ll go int o t hat  shed one day soon, 

But  not  j ust  yet  ________ 

Ref erence : 

“The above lines have been t aken f r om Fr ank Flynn’s poem,  ‘The Shed.‘  

Cont ext  

 The post , in t hese lines, seems t o have gr own enough t o under st and t he t r ut h. 

Explanat ion 

The poet  is able t o over come his f ear s.  He is able t o under st and t hat  t her e is no ghost  

inside t he shed.  He under st ands t hat  t her e is act ually nobody inside t he shed, who st ar es at  

him or  makes t hose st r ange noises.  The spider , t oo,  is  no longer  t her e.  His br ot her  had been  

t elling him lies because he want ed t o r et ain t he shed f or  his own self .  Ther ef or e, ver y soon t he 

poet  would be able t o set  in f oot  inside t he shed.  However , he says t hat  t his can’t  happen 

immediat ely. 

 

 

 

St anza 4 
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i) Who is t he speaker in the poem? 

I t  is not  ver y clear  who t he speaker  is per haps, t he speaker  is t he poet  himself .. 

ii) I s she/  he af raid or curious or bot h? 

The speaker  seems t o be bot h cur ious as well as af r aid t o go inside t he shed.  He want s 

t o f ind out  what  is inside t he shed. 

At  t he same t ime, he is af r aid because he t hinks t hat  st r ange voices could be hear d 

f r om her e and t her e is possibly a ghost  who lives inside t he shed, 

iii) What  is she /  he planning t o do soon? 

He /  She plans t o go inside t he shed af t er  some day soon. 

iv)  “But  not  j ust  yet_____  “ suggest s doubt ,  f ear,  hesitat ion,  laziness  or something else 

Choose t he word which seems right  t o you.  Tell ot hers why you chose it .   

 “ But  not  j ust  yet  ___”seems t o suggest  lack of  pr epar at ion,  The speaker  want s t o be 

f ur t her  cer t ain and pr epar e himself  f or  t his Endeavour .  He has alr eady over come his f ear s, so 

t her e is no f ear . However  ; wait ing f or  t he r ight  t ime could be a r eason f ir  post poning t he act .  

2.  I s there a room in your house or a house in your neighbourhood /  localit y where you 

would rather not  go along,  and  never at  night ? I f  t here is such a place  and a st ory t o go 

wit h it  let  others hear all about  it .  

Ther e is a st or e r oom in my house which is in t he backyar d of  t he house.  I t  is a lit t le away 

f r om t he main st r uct ur e.   I t  is f ull of  odd obj ect s and not  even lit t le away f r om t he main 

st r uct ur e.   I t  is f ull of  odd obj ect s and no even lit   pr oper ly.  Thus, going t o t he st or e r oom, at  

night , calls f or  a lot  of  cour age.  My mot her  once asked me t o f et ch cer t ain t hings f r om t he 

st or e r oom , I  f elt  as if  I  saw t he movement  of  shadows.  I  f elt  as if  I  saw t he movement  of  

shadows.  I  scr eamed wit h t er r or  , but  lat er  I  got  t o know t hat  t hose shadows wer e not hing but  

my mind’s imaginat ion. 

 

 

 

NCERT Corner 
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1.  Why were t he hinge of  the door rust y? 

Har dly anybody went  inside t he shed.  Since t he door s wer e not  opened f or  a long t ime, 

it s hinges had become r ust y. 

2.  What  does t he speaker usually do while lying in t he bed ? 

The speaker  gener ally cont emplat ed t he idea of  going inside t he shed. 

3.  What  does t he broken glass window suggest ? 

The br oken glass panes of  t he dust y window suggest ed lack of  maint enance.  Ther e was 

har dly anybody who went  inside t he shed, so cleaning t he shed was a dist ant  possibilit y. 

4.  According  t o t he speaker’s brot her,  where did the ghost  hid himself ? 

 Accor ding t o t he speaker ’s br ot her , t he ghost  hid himself  under  t he r ot t en f loor boar ds 

of  t he shed. 

 

 

1.   What  did the speaker’s brot her,  say about  the shed? 

 The speaker ’s br ot her  t alked about  t he pr esence of  a ghost  inside t he shed. 

 He also war ned t he speaker  t hat  if  he ever  went  inside t he shed, t he ghost  might  chop 

of f  his head.  Saying so, t he speaker ’s br ot her  f r ight ened t he speaker . 

2.  Comment  on the speaker’s resolve t o go inside t he shed. 

Fr om our  r eading of  t he poem, it  becomes amply clear  t hat  t he speaker  is f ully 

det er mined t o go inside t he shed, t he ghost  might  chop of f  his head.  Saying so, t he speaker  is 

f ully det er mined t o go inside t he shed.  Even when his br ot her  t hr eat ens him, he does not  give 

up t he idea of  going inside t o f ind f or  himself  t he t r ut h.  His desir e t o visit  only get s post poned 

and delayed. 

 

 

 

 

Chapt er Pract ice 
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Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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3.  What  change occurs in the at t itude of  the speaker? 

 I n t he f ir st  t hr ee st anzas t he speaker  seems t o be  scar ed of  t he shed. He t hings about  

t he st r ange voices t hat  come f r om t he shed, somebody myst er iously st ar ing at  him, he believed 

in t he ghost  st or ies and so on. However , in t he f inal st anza of  t he poem, t her e seems t o be a 

maj or  change in t he speaker ’s at t it ude, 

 He has under st ood t hat  all t hese ghost  st or es wer e a lie t old t o him.  And, t her ef or e, his 

r esolve t o go inside t he shed becomes f ur t her  him. 

4.   Why do you t hink that  the spider web hanging on t he door was no longer there? 

 The f ir st  t ime when t he speaker  descr ibes t he shed, t he speaker  t alks about  a shed.  

However , t he next  t ime when t he speaker  descr ibes t he shed, t he  speaker  shar es t hat  it  had 

been a long t ime since t he spider  and t he web wer e not  t o be seen. 

 Per haps, t he door  of  t he shed had been opened by t he speaker ’s br ot her , t her eby 

displacing t he spider ’s web t hat  cover ed t he door . 

 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. No. s 1-  6) Read t he ext r act  given below and answer  t he f ollowing quest ions  

Ther e’s a dust y old window ar ound at  t he side 

Wit h t hr ee cr eacked panes of  glass, 

I  of t en t hink t her e’s someone st ar ing at  me 

Each t ime t hat  I  pass, 

I ’ll peep t hr ough t hat  window one day. 

 

1.  What  is t he condit ion of  the window described in the poem? 

 a) I t  is spar kling wit h it s new glass panes 

 b) Thr ee panes of  it  ar e cr acked. 

 c) All panes of  it  ar e br oken of f . 

 d) The childr en playing cr icket  have br oken t he window complet ely. 

   b) Thr ee panes of  it  ar e cr acked. 

Ext ract  1 

Ext ract  based quest ions 
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2.  Why does t he poet  want  t o peep through t he window as he passes it ? 

 a) To see t he ghost  

 b) To st eal somet hing 

 c) To f ind out  if  somebody is st ar ing at  him 

 d) To see his br ot her  and his f r iends. 

  c) To f ind out  if  somebody is st ar ing at  him. 

3.  What  f eeling of  the poet  is exhibit ed in his peeping through the window? 

 a) The poet  is emot ional 

 b) The poet  is car eless 

 c) The Poet  has a lot  of  t ime 

 d) The poet  is cur ious 

  d) The poet  is cur ious 

4.  Does t he poet  get  scared at  the t hought  of  peeping t hrough the window? 

  No, t he poet  does not  f ear  at  all.  I t  is his own bold decision. 

5.  Who according t o poet ’s brot her st ares the poet ? 

  Because t he shed has not  been used f or  long by anybody.  Ther ef or e it  has become an 

abode of  dust . 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q. No. s 1-  6) Read t he ext r act  given below and answer  t he f ollowing quest ions. 

“My br ot her  t ells lies t o keep t he 

Shed f or  his den. 

Ther e isn’t  anyone st ar ing or  

Making st r ange noises. 

And t he spider  has been gone f r om his web 

Since, I  don’t  know when. 

I ’ll go int o t hat  shed one day soon, 

But  not  j ust  yet ”. 

 

 

 

Ext ract  2 
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1.  Why does t he speaker’s brot her lie t o him? 

 a) He wishes t o mislead t he speaker . 

 b) He wishes t o solely use t he shed 

 c) He wishes t o sell away t he shed 

 d)  He is af r aid of  t he ghost   

  b) He wishes t o solely use t he shed 

2.  “Since I  don’t  know when “ suggest s ________.  

 a) Passage of  t ime 

 b) Spider  has been killed by t he ghost  

 c) The speaker  being a f oolish per son 

 d) The br ot her  being a liar . 

a) Passage of  t ime  

3.  Who wishes t o go int o t he shed soon.  

 a) The speaker  b) The speaker ’s br ot her   

 c) The ghost  d)  The dog 

 a) The speaker  

4.  Why does t he speaker say t hat  “there isn’t  anyone st aring or making st range noises”? 

 The speaker  has under st ood t hat  his br ot her  had been lying t o him in or der  t o keep him 

away f r om t he shed. 

 Ther e is not  ghost  and t her ef or e nobody who st ar es at  him or  make st r ange noises, 

5.  I dent if y the line t hat  has been repeated of t en in the poem.  ? 

  I ’ll go int o t hat  shed one day soon”. 

6.  What  does t his passage say about  t he speaker? 

  The passage indicat es a mat ur e under st anding t hat  t he speaker  has at t ained. 


